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ITHACA COLLEGE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL 
CHORAL COMPOSITION CONTEST 
Ford Hall 
Saturday, November 13, 2004 
Concert: 7:00 p.m. 
• 
ITHACA COLLEGE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL 
CHORAL COMPOSITION CONTEST 
Sponsored Jointly by Ithaca College 
and. Theodore Presser Company 
The goals for this project are to encourage the creation and 
performance of new choral music and to .establish the Ithaca 
College Choral Series. 
To achieve these objectives, scores from the United States1 Canada 
and South America were received. Six were chosen for performance 
this evening. · 
This year Ithaca College commissioned Dan Welcher to write a 
choral piece for the festival. This composition, Leaves of Grass, will 
be premiered by the Ithaca College Choir. 
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· Daniel Dorff 
* Centennial Commission 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 




Eternity and Time 
The Convergence 
Thanksgiving Song 
The Eleventh Commandme.nt 
Songs I Taught My Mother 





On The Underground 
Passion Music 
purer than purest pure · 
Spring Dreams 
Aristotle · 
Three Elizabethan Songs . 
Ithaka 
Xuan 
The Soul's Expression 
The Colors of Creation 
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DAN WELCHER Born in Rochester, New York, in 1948, composer-
conductor Dan Welcher is creating a body of compositions in 
almost every imaginable genre including opera, concerto, 
symphony, vocal literature, piano solos, and various kinds of 
chamber music. With over eighty works to his credit, Welcher is 
one of the most-played composers of his generation. · 
Welcher first trained as a pianist imd bassoonist, earning degrees 
from the Eastman School of Music and the Manhattan Schoo~ of 
Music. He joined the Louisville Orchestra as its Principal Bassoonist 
in 1972, concurrently teaching composition and theory at the 
University of Louisville. He joined the Artist Faculty of the Aspen 
Music Festival in the summer of 1976 and remained there for · 
fourteen years. He accepted a position on the faculty at the 
University of Texas in 1978, creating the New Music Ensemble 
there and serving as Assistant Conductor of the Austin Symphony 
Orchestra from 1980 to 1990. He now holds the Lee Hage Jamail 
Regents Profes.sorship in Composition at the School of Music at . 
UT I Austin, teaching Composition and Orchestration:, and serving 
as director of the New Music Ensemble. 
In 1990, Welcher was named composer-in-residence with tlle 
Honolulu Symphony Orchestra. During his three-year residency, he . 
distinguished himself with a weekly radio series entitled "Knowing 
the Score, 11 a statewide program teaching elementary school 
children the basics of musical composition; conducting more than 
thirty concerts with the Honolulu Symphony; an:d inaugurating a 
series of new music concerts entitled "Discoveries." He also wrote 
two works for the symphony: a work for the cliildren1s concerf 
series entitledHaleakala: How Maui Snared the Sun for narrator and 
orchestra, and an ambitious 38-minute Symphony No: l. More. 
recent works include Bright.Wings: Valediction for Large Orchestra, 
and Spumante, a festive overture. His works for symphonic wind 
ensemble, notably Zion (which won t.he ABA/OstwaldPrize in 
1996) and Symphony No. 3 ("Shaker Life") have earned him new 
accolades in non-orchestral venues. New works for the wind band 
include Perpetual Song (2000), Songs Without Words (2001), and 
Minstrels of the Kells (2002), His mosfrecent orchestral works are 
Venti Di Mare: Fantasy-Concerto for Oboe and Small Orchestra; JFK: 
The Voice of Peace, a 55~minute oratorio for chorus, orchestra, 
narrator, solo cello, and soloists; and Zion, a IO-minute .tone poem. 
Dan Welcher has won awards and prizes from the Guggenheim 
Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, Reader's Digest/Lila 
Wallace Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation, MacDowell Colony, 
Yaddo, Bellagio Center, American Music Center, and ASCAP. His 
orchestral music has been performed by more than fifty orchestras, 
including the Chicago Symphony, the St. Louis Symphony, and 4 ! 
the Atlanta Symphony. He lives in Bastrop, Texas. For more W 
information about Mr. Welcher, please visit his website at 
www.danwelcher.com. 
THOMAS BROIDO is currently president of Theodore Presser 
Company. 
ARNOLD BROIDO Currently chairman of the board at the 
Theodore Presser Company, Mr. Broido is a graduate of Ithaca 
College and Teacher's College, Columbia University and was 
recently granted an honorary doctorate degree from Ithaca 
College. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG has degrees from the Crane School of Music 
and Ithaca College. He was choral director at West Genesee High 
School, Oswego High School and LeMoyne College, and is the 
former conductor of Elmira Choral Society and the Syracuse Vocal 
Ensemble. Armstrong has developed his reputation as the "hand f, ' 
sign/solfeggio guy" into a career working with music teachers and 
choral directors at all levels throughout the Northeast and Midwest. 
He frequently appears as a guest conductor for all-county, area all-
state and festival choirs and is active as clinician, author and 
composer for vocal/choral seminars, workshops and graduate 
courses. Armstrong runs an online "Solfeggio Support Group," 
comprised of about 200 music educators who are dedicated to 
developing successful music literacy programs for their classes and 
choirs. As a composer, Armstrong is past finalist and first~prize 
winner of the Ithaca College Choral Composition Contest as well 
as the ICDA Choral Commissioning Competition. He has written 
commissioned works for a variety of church, school, college and 
community choirs, has composed eleven a cappella choral settings 
of Emily Dickinson poems, and his latest work, "This World is Not 
Conclusion," will be premiered by the Drake University Choir in 
Des· Moines this coming March. Armstrong has choral works· in ('· 
print with BriLee Music and his book The Solo and Ensemble Singer is .··.· 
published by Warner Brothers. 
DANIEL BARNARD is Choral Director and Director of the Music at 
Noon chamber concert series at Penn State-Erie, The Behrend 
College. He is a graduate (DMA in composition) of the University 
of Kansas and also holds degrees from West Texas State University 
and the University of Northern Colorado. Barnard is a multiple 
ASCAP Award winner and has won national competitions 
sponsored by Mt. Union College and Northern Arizona State 
University. Earlier this month Vocal Essence, the St. Paul-based 
choir directed by Philip Brunelle, performed three movements 
from Barnard's current project, entitled Requiem for a Sailor, which 
was composed with the assistance of grants from the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts. He has also completed recent commissions for 
the Behrend Concert Band, Diehl Elementary School, and St Paul's 
Cathedral Choir. Barnard is affiliated with the Society of 
Composers Inc, American Composers Forum, American Society of 
Composers and Publishers, American Choral Directors Association, 
Chamber Music America, and serves as Treasurer of Pennsylvania 
Presenters. 
ABBIE BETINIS is a graduate student in music composition at the 
University of Minnesota where she studies with Judith Lang 
Zaimont. Originally from Stevens Point, Wisconsin, Ms. Betinis 
holds a B.A. from St. Olaf College (Northfield, Minnesota), where 
she studied primarily with Peter Hamlin and Mary Ellen Childs. 
Upon receiving scholarships. from the European American Musical 
Alliance, she traveled to La Schola Cantorum and l'Ecole Normale 
de Musique in Paris, France, where she studied harmony and 
counterpoint in the tradition of Nadia Boulanger with faculty from 
Juilliard and the Paris Conservatory. She has received the Mention 
Excellent (La Schola Cantorum), Minnesota Music Educators 
Association awards, and was a finalist for the Swan Composer Prize 
(University of Minnesota). Her .work has been commissioned by 
the American Suzuki Foundation, Cantus, the Dale Watland 
Singers, Kantorei, the Rose Ensemble, and the University of 
Minnesota Men's Choir, among, and has enjoyed performances by 
the St. Olaf Chapel Choir, Luther Vocal Jazz (Luther College), 
Premium Blend (Ithaca College), and Voces Novae et Antiquae. She 
publishes with Abylon Press,· Odhecaton Publishing, and Augsberg 
Fortress. 
LAWRENCE DOEBLER has been the Director of Choral Activities 
and a Professor of Music at Ithaca College since 1978. He formerly 
taught and conducted at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
at Smith College. He has received awards for research and teaching 
excellence from the University of Wisconsin and Ithaca College. As 
an active clinician and guest conductor, Doebler has appeared 
throughout eastern and mid-western states and Ireland. In addition 
to his position at Ithaca College, Doebler is also the director of the 
Cayuga Vocal Ensemble, Ithaca's professional choral group and 
director of music at the First Presbyterian Church in Ithaca. 
CHERISE D. LEITER Originally from Florida, Cherise Leiter 
received a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Theory and a Master 
of Music degree in Composition from the University of Florida 
where she studied with Dr. Budd Udell. In 1998, Leiter relocated to 
Colorado and is currently Visiting Assistant Professor at 
Metropolitan State College of Denver, where she teaches theory 
and composition and coordinates those areas for the music 
department. She is an active composer whose compositions include 
works for choir, voice, orchestra, piano, carillon, and chamber 
ensembles. In 1993, she won the Florida State Music Teachers 
Association Student Composer competition with Sweets for Piano, 
and was a finalist in the 1997 Young American Choral Composers 
Competition sponsored by G. Schirmer. Leiter is the 2004 Colorado 
State Music Teachers Association commissioned composer, and her 
commissioned piece, "The Life In A Day" for alto flute/flute, guitar, 
and cello, was premiered i.n June at the state convention. Her Trio 
No. 1 11 Frog1' for flute, violin, and cello was selected for 
performance at the College Music Society 2004 Rocky Mountain 
Chapter Annual Meeting, and Lament for string orchestra was 
performed in October by the Mercury Ensemble. 
MICHAEL RICKELTON A native of Charlotte, NC, Michael 
Rickelton is in his third year of undergraduate studies at Lipscomb 
University in Nashville, TN, where he is pursuing a degree in Vocal 
Music Education. In additi.on to his private studies in voice, piano, 
and composition, Rickelton participates in the Lipscomb A 
Cappella Singers, the Lipscomb Early Music Consort, the Lipscomb 
Guitar Ensemble, the Vanderbilt University Community Chorus, 
and the Nashville Symphony Chorus. He holds membership in The 
National Association for Music Education and the American Choral 
Directors Association. 
PHILIP SPENCER is Director of Choral and Vocal Music and 
Associate Professor of Music in the Fine Arts Department of Joliet 
(IL) Junior College, wherehe conducts two choral ensembles and 
teaches world music, class voice, applied voice, and applied jazz 
piano. Prior to teaching at JJC, Spencer was chair of the music 
department at Grand View College in Des Moines, Iowa, and a full-
time church musician in Ohio, Minnesota, and Illinois 
congregations. From 1994 to 1999, he was Director of Music 
Ministries at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Naperville, Illinois, 
where he administered a program of fourteen ensembles, six 
assistant musicians, and a concert series. 
Mr. Spencer holds a Bachelor of Music degree in church music from 
Wittenberg University, and the Master of Music degree from the 
Yale University School of Music and Institute of Sacred Music, with 
additional studies at the Berliner Kirchenmusikschule, Berlin, 
Germany and the University of Iowa. Mr. Spencer has composed a 
number of works for his college, church, and community choirs. 
His works have been awarded first prize in composition contests 
sponsored by Batten Chapel at Yale University and Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary (Columbus, Ohio), and published in the Yale 
Divinity School Hymnal Supplement. He was also a finalist in a 
composition contest sponsored by the Association of Lutheran 
Church Musicians for his anthem, "I Will Sing the Story of Your 
Love, 0 Lord". His choral works are published by Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers and Choristers Guild. 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
FORD HALL 
10:00-Welcome A.rthur E. Ostander, Dean of the School of Music 
10: 10-Concert 
Ithaca High School Choir 
Arthur Loomis,. conductor 
Westborough High School Choir 
Joseph Stillitano, conductor 
Vestal. Voices 
Dennis Powell,. conductor 
West Genesee High School Chorale 
Anthony .Alvaro, conductor 
Ward Melville High Schoc;>l Camerata 
Linda Contino, conductor 
Dorman High School Sihgers · 
. Lane Moore,. conductor 
OPEN REHEARSALS OF THE 
~VENING · PROGRAM 
11:15 Concert by the Ithaca.College Choir and Madrigal 
Singers for lthaqi.,. Westborough, and West Genesee 
High Schools in the Hockett Family Recital Hall . 
11: 15 Dmman High Sch'ool Singers · 
Three Short Choral Works 
• l ' < 
· 11:35 Ward Melville High School Camerata 




· Lino.a Contirn 
Michael· Rickelto1 
11:55 Vestal .Central High School Voices . Dennis Powel 
Tune ThyMusic to Thy Heart Philio ~t:>epce 
l2: 15 Lunch, students follow guides. Conductors and comp~sers uf t 
in Music School lobby to b~ escorted.to the GreenRoom in. the•· 
Whalen Center · · · · 
1:30 Concert by the Ithaca College Choir and Madrigal 
Singers for Dorman, Ward Melville, and Vestal High 
Schools in the Hockett Family Recital Hall 
1:30 West Genesee High School Chorale 
Dormi, Jesu 
1:50 Ithaca High School Choir 
In The Words of Mark Twain 
2:10 Westborough High School Choir 




Cherise D. Leiter 
Joseph Stillitano 
John Armstrong 
2:30 End Rehearsals and Concert, return to auditorium 
2:45 Ithaca College Women's Chorale and Ithaca College Chorus 
Workshop Janet Galvan 
3:30 Ithaca College Choir 
Introduction to Leaves of Grass 
4:15 All Festival Choirs Rehearsal 
Hallelujah Chorus, from Messiah 
Lawrence Doebler 
Dan Welcher 
George Frideric Handel 
PROGRAM NOTE 
Leaves of Grass was commissioned by the Ithaca College School of 
Music and premiered on November 13, 2004 by the Ithaca College 
Choir, conducted by Lawrence Doebler. 
The composer excerpted the text from Walt Whitman's poem 
"Song of Myself." The numbers in parentheses to the right of the 
text refers to the verse numbers in the collected "Song of Myself." 
I. 
I celebrate myself, and sing myself, 
And what I assume you shall assume, 
For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you. 
I loafe and invite my soul 
I lean and loafe at my ease observing a spear of summer grass. 
My tongue, every atom of my blood, form'd from this soil, this air, 
Born her of parents born here from parents the same, 
and their. parents the same, 
I now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin 
Hoping to cease not till death... (1) 
Tenderly will I use you curling grass... ( 6) 
This is the grass that grows wherever the land is and the water is, 
This the common air that bathes the globe... (17) 
I believe a leaf of grass is no less that the journey work of the 
stars... , (31) 
II. 
I am he that walks with the tender and growing night, 
I call to the earth and sea half-held by the night. 
Press close bare-bosom'd night-press dose magnetic nourishing 
night! 
Night of south winds-night of the large few stars! 
Still nodding night-mad naked summer night. 
Smile, 0 voluptuous cool-breath'd earth! 
Earth of the slumbering and liquid trees! 
Earth of the departed sunset-earth of the mountains misty-topt! 
Earth of the vitreous pour of the full moon just tinged with blue! 
Earth of shine a dark mottling the tide of the river! 
Earth of the limpid gray of clouds brighter and clearer for my sake! 
Far-swooping elbow'd earth-rich apple-blossomed earth! 
Smile, for your lover comes... (21) 
ITHACA COLLEGE AND 
THEODORE PRESSER COMP ANY 
PRESENT 
The Twenty-Fifth Annual 
Choral Composition Contest and Festival Con.cert 
PROGRAM 
A Dream Within a Dream John Armstrong 
Westborough High School Conc.ert Chorale 
Joseph Stillitano, (:Qncluctor 
Tune Thy Music to Thy Heart 
Vestal Voices 
Dennis A. Powell, conductor 
·· In the Words of Mark Twain ~ 
Man is ... 
Put all your eggs in one basket 
. I believe ... · 
· Always do right 
My conscience is more trouble and. bother 
Ithaca· High School Choir 
Arthur Loomis, conductor 
. Calm the Waves of This Heart 
Philip Spencer .. . 
Cherise D. Leiter 
Michael Rickelfo11 
Ward Melville High School Ca:merata · 
Linda Contino, qJnd11ctor . 
Dormi,Jesu 
We~t Genessee High Schoo.I Chorale 
Anthony Alvaro, conductor 
Abbie B.etinis 
,~ .... '" ·.~. 
Three Short Choral Works on Texts by e.e. cummings Daniel Barnard 
everything except 
night 
jimmie' s got a goil 
Leaves of Grass 
Dorman High School Singers 
Lane Moore, conductor 
INTERMISSION 
I. I celebrate myself 
II. I am he that walks 
Dan Welcher 
text by Walt Whitman 
Ithaca College Choir 
Lawrence Doebler, conductor 
Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah George Frideric Handel 
Combined Festival Choirs and Ithaca College Choral Union 
Lawrence Doebler, conductor 
Erik Kibelsbeck, organ 
Kathryn Cheney and Jesse Hazzard-Watkins, trumpets 
Announcement of the Contest Winners Arthur E. Ostrander, Dean 
* World Premiere 
Ford Hall 
Saturday,.November 13, 2004 
7:00 p.m. 
DORMAN HIGH SCHOOL SINGERS (SC) 
Superintendent of Schools: Dr. Darryl Owenings 
President, Board of Education: Lynn Harris 
Principal: Jerry Wyatt 
Lane Moore is in his seventh year as Director of Choral Activities at Dorman High 
School. He has taught general, instrumental, and choral music at all levels from 
fourth though twelfth grades. Moore was the director of an active high school 
band program for 20 years prior to his appointment at Dorman. He served as both ,,,,. 
band director and choral director for the fast eight of those 20 years. He presently f ,,' 
serves as music director at John Knox Presbyterian Church in Greenville, SC, < 
where he directs the handbell and chancel choirs. He is the accompanist and 
associate conductor of the Foothills Community Chorus in Clemson, SC. In 
addition to the above positions, Moore keeps an active performing schedule, 
primarily as a pianist/keyboardist, throughout the year, 
Moore has served in many leadership capacities with the South Carolina MEA in 
both the band and choral divisions. He has just completed his tenure as South 














































































Spud Fischer \, 














ITHACA HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR (NY) 
Superintendent of Schools: Dr. Judith Pastel · 
President, Board of Education: Charles Bartosch 
Principal: Joseph Wilson 
Director of Fine Arts: Melina Carnicelli 
Arthur Loomis is originally from Auburn, NY. He received his Bachelor's degree in 
Music Education from Susquehanna University. While a student at S.U., Loomis 
lso conducted the First Baptist Church Choir Lewisburg, PA. He taught in the 
Maine-Endwell School District for two years before attending graduate school at 
Ithaca College. While at Ithaca College, Loomis was the graduate assistant for 
the Ithaca College Chorus and the voice class program. He received his Master's 
degree in Music Education from Ithaca College in December of 1983 and became 
the Director of Choral Activities at Ithaca High School in January of 1984. 
Loomis conducts the Ithaca High School Choir, Madrigal Singers, and Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble. He also teaches Music Theory, Music in our Lives and has been the 
vocal director of the Spring Broadway Musical production for 20 years. Loomis 
also directed the Jacksonvi1le Community Church Choir for 18 years. He belongs 

























































































VESTAL CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL VOICES (NY) 
Superintendent of Schools: Mark A. Capobianco 
President, Board of Education: Susan S. Peterson 
Principal: Catherine C. Hepler 
Dennis A. Powell received his Bachelor of Music Education degree from SUNY 
Potsdam's Crane School of Music, then attended the Saratoga-Potsdam Choral 
Institute, SUNY Potsdam, and SUNY Oneonta fro graduate course work. After j 
teaching and directing choral music in the Watertown City School District, PowelU~ 
began working for the Vestal Central School District in 1981. He currently directs 
the 65 member Vestal Voices select choral ensemble, a madrigal choir of 28 
voices, and a vocal jazz choir of 15 members. He also teaches Music Theory and 
Music History. 
A former church choir director and well-known baritone soloist in the Southern 
Tier, Powell has also guest conducted festival choruses in St. Lawrence, Jefferson, 
Franklin, Broome, and Cortland counties. He is a member of MENC, ACDA, and 
the Broome County MEA. Local music educators also recognize him for 
contributing performance tasks and samples of student work for the NYS 
Learning Standards for the Arts booklet, published by the State Education 








































































WARD MELVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CAMERATA (NY) 
Superintendent of Schools: Frank R Carasiti 
President, Board of Education: William F. Connors Jr. 
Principal: Leon Beckerman 
Director of Music: Thomas Jones 
Linda Contino has been teaching in the Three Village Central School District 
ince 1984. She has been the choral director at Ward Melville High School since 
1986 where she conducts the Women's Choir, Mixed Choir, and the select 
chamber and vocal jazz ensemble Camerata. She also serves as the vocal director 
for the yearly stage musical production. Contino received her Bachelor's degree 
from Ithaca College where she studied with Roland Bently and sang under the 
direction of Lawrence Doebler and David Riley. Contino is active in SCMEA where 
she has served as the vocal jazz chairperson for 17 years. She holds membership 
in NYSSMA (former vocal jazz assistant and chairperson 1996·1999), MENC, and 











































WESTBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT CHOIR (MA) 
Superintendent of Schools: Dr. Stephen Dlott 
Principal: John R. Pierce 
Coordinator of fine Arts: David N. Jost 
School Committee Chairperson: Rod Jane 
Accompanist: Judy H. Quinn , 
Joseph Stillitano, a graduate of Ithaca College, serves as the choral director for .i 
gracfes 7-12 in the Westborough Public Schools. There he directs all four high ,i 
school choirs and shares.the conducting duties at the middle school. He also 
serves as the musical director for the high school musicals and is the Tri-M 
advisor at WHS. During the summer, he teaches voice in the Boston_ University 
Summer Theatre Institute. Stillitano's vocal arrangements have been performed 
in high school, collegiate, and community choirs across New York, New Jersey, · 
and Massachusetts. Outside of his own classroom, he has been a guest c1mductor 
and clinician in New York and New Jersey high scp,ools. Stillitano is currently a 
member of ACDA where he serves as the Massachusetts }{igh School Repertoire 
and Standards chair and a member of MENC where he is tlie high school chorus 





































Taylor Aylward . 
Daniel Cusher · 
Abe Katz 
















WEST GENESEE HIGH SCHOOL CHORALE (NY) 
Superintendent of Schools: Dr. Rudolph C. Rubeis 
President, Board of Education: Karen Baracco 
Principal: Dr. Barry Copeland 
Director of Fine Arts: David Perry 
Anthony Alvaro, a graduate of Ithaca College, is currently a Choral Music 
., irector at West Genesee High School where he directs the Chorale and Concert 
,Choir, teaches Music Theory I/II/AP, teaches private voice lessons, and is the 
Musical Director for the school musical. He J:ias been a.guest conductor of the 
Onondaga County Honors Choir with the Syracuse Symphony Orchestra. He 



























Carly Ropchak · 
Danielle Sienkiewicz · 
Amelia Sterling 
Anthony Turner 
Erika van der Kloet 
Adrianne Wood 
ITHACA COLLEGE CHOIR 
Lawrence Doebler, conductor 
Soprano I 





























































ITHACA COLLEGE MADRIGAL SINGERS 



























ITHACA COLLEGE CHORUS 

























































































































































· Aaron Escobedo 
Tyler Flanders 














































Zachary F ord 
Edward Rothmel 
ITHACA COLLEGE WOMEN'S CHORALE 




























Soprano II-Alto I 
Hope Darcey-Martin 

















Car lie Kilgore 
Ana Liss 
Lindsay Rondeau 
Alto II 
Heather Curtis 
Meggan Frost 
Yolanda Payne 
Kimberly Salvatore 
Elizabeth Swanson 
Naomi Williams 
Graduate Conductor 
Elizabeth Swanson 
Pianists 
Rebecca Francis 
Kimberly Salvatore 
